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LLOYD A. STAGE NATURE CENTER
6685 COOLIDGE HIGHWAY

TROY, MI  48098-1943
248.524.3567

The Lloyd A. Stage Nature Center is a 100-acre
facility operated by the City of Troy Parks and Recreation
Department.  There is no admission fee!

Let us be your gateway to the natural world!  In
addition to our scheduled programs, the interpretive center
and trails are open during posted hours.

The more than two miles of trails, which wind
through meadows, forests, and stream are for walking only.
Please leave bikes in the bike rack near the interpretive center
building.  Pets are not allowed.  No collecting.

Help keep quality nature programs alive and well by
registering early.  Our classes require advanced planning,
preparation, and set numbers to run.  Register early so classes
don't get canceled for "lack of interest."

We will be closed  Easter Weekend, April 9-11; and
Memorial Day Weekend, May 29-31.  Come and enjoy the
out-of-doors this spring!

Nature Center Hours
Monday Closed
Tuesday-Saturday 8:30 am - 4:30 pm
Sunday 12:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Maple Syrup Time
You'll know winter is coming to an end when you

hear maple sap dripping into buckets at the Stage Nature
Center.  Each year, warming days and freezing nights in
March start the flow of sap in the trees.

We'll start with a short session indoors, then hike
the trails to see how sap is collected.  Afterwards, we'll stop in
the sugar shed and see the wood-stoked syrup evaporator in
action.  And of course, we'll offer a syrup sample to taste on a
mini pancake.  Maple syrup and candy will be available for
purchase in Cattail Cove, our nature shop.

March 6 and 13 are for individuals and families
only, no scout groups please.  March 20 is for scout groups.

Call us at 248.524.3567 to register for a tour time.
Walk-ins are welcome on a space available basis only.  Fees
are payable at the door.  Children four and under are free.

Location: Stage Nature Center              Fee: $2 at the door

Age Day Time Date
5-Adult Sat 9:30 am-4:15 pm* Mar 6 & 13
Scouts Sat 9:30 am-4:15 pm* Mar 20
*Tours run every 45 minutes between these times.

The March Parade
of Stars

Join Mike Best as we march
through the parade of pre-spring stars.
We will look at the constellations

Cancer, Leo, and Ursa Major with some side trips to the
beautiful Bee Hive open star cluster and other deep sky
treasures.  Mike will also talk about the Zoo in the Sky (the
Zodiac), meteor showers, and a host of other topics.

If weather permits, we will set up our 8" computer
driven telescope to get an eyeful of beauty from the night
sky.  This program will run regardless of sky conditions.

P.S. - The planets Venus, Mars, Saturn, and Jupiter
will also be visible, making this evening a treasure trove of
astronomical delights.  My heavens!  Register by March 12.

Location: Stage Nature Center Fee: $8

Activity Age Day Time Date
317268A 14-Adult Fri 7-9 pm Mar 19

Spring Break Hike
Are you staying home for

spring break and looking for things
to do?  How about a spring walk at
the Stage Nature Center?  Bring the
whole family or drop off the kids for a
couple of hours.

We will head out on the trails
to search for wildflowers, new tree growth, birds,
squirrels, and other critters large and small.  Bring
along your binoculars or share some of ours.

After the hike we'll play a game and have some
activity sheets for the kids to take home.

Dress for the weather - the plants and animals will be
there rain or shine!  Each person attending the program must
register and pay the fee.  Register by April 7.

Location: Stage Nature Center Fee: $5

Activity Age Day Time Date
327805A 4-Adult Wed 9:30-11:30 am Apr 14

"Climb the mountains and get their good tidings.
Nature's peace will flow into you as the sunshine into the

trees.  The winds will blow their freshness into you, and the
storms their energy, while cares will drop off like autumn

leaves. " - John Muir
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Nature Escape
Here's an early spring version of our

popular evening program just for kids.  It's an
opportunity for your children to learn about
ecology while exploring the nature center in the

evening.  There will be plenty of activities,
crafts, and games built into
this evening program to

increase your child's appreciation of nature.
Mom and Dad, this is a great opportunity to spend

some quality time together dining, shopping, or at the show.
Everyone will have a great evening!

Each child needs to bring a sack dinner; refresh-
ments are included.  Don't dawdle, sign-up early; this program
fills fast!  Register by April 16.

Location: Stage Nature Center Fee: $14

Activity Age Day Time Date
327023A 4-5 Fri 6-9 pm Apr 23
327023B 6-8 Fri 6-9 pm Apr 23

Yoga, Naturally
Hatha Yoga is an ancient

practice that uses postures to stretch
the body, and focuses on breathing to
center the mind.  This results in a sense of restoration,
relaxation, and peace.  Instructor Janice Bahura will train you
in the proper techniques and the basics of Hatha Yoga, while
emphasizing plant and animal postures found in nature.

Because nature itself is peaceful and healing, each
class time includes a half hour for you to enjoy the tranquil
settings of the nature center on your own.  Pick up some
suggested activities from the SNC staff that will help maintain
or deepen the natural state of relaxation achieved in class.

This series of nine classes is great for the beginner
or continuing student.  Previous yoga experience is not
required.  Wear loose comfortable clothing, bring a yoga mat,
and a towel.  Yoga blocks or straps are optional.

Some classes may be conducted outside, weather
permitting, to further experience the peacefulness of the
natural surroundings found at the Stage Nature Center.

Please note:  There is no class on May 2, and on
Memorial Day Weekend, May 30, 2004.  Register by April
11.

Location: Stage Nature Center Fee: $63

Activity Age Day Time    Date
327329A 12-Adult Sun 1-2:30 pm    Apr 18 - Jun 27

TEACHERS...........
There's still time to reserve your spots for our

spring school programs!  We have over 20 programs
available, providing quality educational experiences for
specific developmental levels.  You will find that our fees
are very competitively priced, so us call today at
248.524.3567 and book a program.
Let us be your resource in ecology and natural history!

Copper Bird Bath
Create A Work Of Art The Birds Will Love!

Let garden art instructor Cassey Mieslik show you
how to make your own hanging copper bird bath.  This
functional piece of hand-made art will delight both your avian
and human neighbors.  It's made of hammered copper
sheeting and decorated with copper leaves. Finished size is
approximately 12" in diameter.

Cassey teaches for numerous school districts
around her business base, Hilltop Barn in Columbiaville, MI.
She also presents workshops and lectures on garden art and
other subjects to various groups around the state.

Participants need to bring a hammer, needle-nosed
pliers, household scissors, and heavy gloves.  All materials
needed to complete the project are included in the fee.  Class
size is limited.  Register by April 16.

Location: Stage Nature Center Fee: $30

Activity Age Day Time Date
327341A 15-Adult Sat 1-3 pm Apr 24

Build a Box for
Bluebirds
A Parent & Child Activity

Boys and girls—bring an adult
partner and a hammer, and together
you will build your own bluebird

nesting box!  Find out neat stuff about bluebirds and other
birds that nest in tree cavities at the nature center and how to
attract them to your yard.  A short bird hike will be included
to observe these birds as they go about nest building.  Then,
each child, with an adult’s help, will build a nesting box to
take home.

An adult partner must accompany the child and
remain to help during the program.  The adult partner is
free.   Please dress for the weather.  Register by April 17.

Location: Stage Nature Center Fee: $12

Activity Age Day Time Date
327036A 7-9 Sat 9:30-11:30 am Apr 24
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The Art of Nature
Join us in our continuing series of art exhibits at the

Stage Nature Center.  Throughout the year, we will explore the
talents of local artists to see their diverse interpretations on
nature via photography, oil, watercolor, sculpture, & carving.

Wildlife Art of Pat McManus
To kick off this

exhibit, we are holding
an evening reception for adults
only at the SNC, complete with
hors d'oeuvres and beverages
on May 7.  Enjoy the nature
center at night as you stroll
through the exhibit.

Our featured artist this
spring is Pat McManus, who has been painting wildlife and
landscapes in oil for over twenty years.  His work has been
featured in Michigan Outdoors magazine and in calendars.
Pat has shown his works at the South Carolina Wildlife Expo
as well as at The Bluebird Festival in Michigan.  His work has
also been sold through several Michigan galleries.

The time spent under the tutelage of some art world
luminaries such as Tucker Smith and Richard Schmid has
proved invaluable to Pat and has inspired him to greater
artistic heights.

 During the reception, Pat will be painting a work-in-
progress, as a demonstration of his creative process.  He will
be happy to answer questions about his work while he paints.

Join us for an inspiring evening.  Cattail Cove, our
nature shop, will also be open for your shopping enjoyment
during this event.  Call  248.524.3567 to make your reserva-
tions by May 5.

Location: Stage Nature Center         Fee: $2 at the door

Age Day Time Date
Adult Fri 7-9 pm May 7

Nature Center
Open House
Discover Nature Around You!

Come one, come all to
your local family nature center
on Sunday May 2 for a fun
filled good time.  Join in the
Eco-Knowledge Scavenger
Hunt, complete with prizes and
awards.  Shop our Cattail Cove
Nature Shop, and visit some of

the information stations we will have that day.  We will also
have children’s activities, hikes, special programs, food,
demonstrations, and other events you can enjoy. This is a
great way to spend a Sunday afternoon in the spring with
friends and family.

Location: Stage Nature Center Fee: Free!

Age Day Time Date
4-Adult Sun 12-4  pm May 2

Fly Fishing
Come and learn the art of fly fishing from

the experts!  Flymart Flyshops will be
conducting a one-day hands-on seminar at
the Stage Nature Center.  Their knowledge-
able instructor will teach you the basics of fly
fishing or enhance your skills with proven
techniques.  Topics include tackle, knots,
stream entomology and fly selection, trout

habitat and stream tactics, and fly-casting.
All the tackle needed for the day is included.  Lunch

is included, too!
Don't miss the opportunity to learn about this

incredible sport.  Class size is limited to assure individual
attention.  Register for either class.

Location: Stage Nature Center    Fee: $59

Register by April 24
Activity Age Day Time Date
327312A 12-Adult Sat 10 am-4 pm May 1

Register by June 19
Activity Age Day Time Date
327312B 12-Adult Sat 10 am - 4 pm Jun 26

Saturday Bird Hikes
April 17,  April 24,  May 1,  May 8

8 - 9:30 am
Come on out to the SNC on four Saturday

mornings and go birding with us!  These hikes are free
and open to anyone, beginners and seasoned pros alike.

 On each hike we’ll point out birds, bird songs,
identifying characteristics and habitats.  The hikes should
take us through the peak of spring migration, and enable
us to see many bird species.  Dress for the weather.  The
birds will be out rain or shine, and so will we.
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SNC Sunday Strolls
Don't have time to register for the Sunday Strolls?

Try on-line registration or register "at-the-door" on the day
of the program.

Mom's Day Out
Bring mom and the family out to join a naturalist

for a leisurely hike through the nature center trails this
Mother's Day.  This is the peak of the season and a
beautiful time to be out-of-doors.  Many nesting birds
have returned, wildflowers abound, and nature is bustling
with activity.  Take home a free pack of flower seeds for
Mom, so you can bring a bit of spring to the homestead.

Location: Stage Nature Center  Fee: $2

Activity Age Day Time Date
327828A 4-Adult Sun 2:30-4 pm May 9

    Avian
Get to Know Your ^Neighbors
Bring your binoculars and join a naturalist for a

better look at birds you'll find in your backyard.  Learn
about the birds that nest and feed around your home and
the nature center.  Spring is the time for courtship and
nesting, so we should see and hear plenty of avian
activity on our hike.  Never bird watched before?  Perfect,
we'll get you started!

This is a great time for the family to get out and
enjoy the out-of-doors!

Location: Stage Nature Center Fee: $2

Activity Age Day Time Date
327839A 7-Adult Sun 10:00-11:30 am May 16

Summer Meadowflowers
Join our naturalist as we explore the nature

center's meadow wildflowers.   Learn  where they came
from and the things people have used these plants for
over the centuries.

Meadows are beautiful this time of year, so treat
yourself to a visual delight in the out-of-doors!

Location: Stage Nature Center Fee: $2

Activity Age Day Time Date
327840A 4-Adult Sun 2:30-4 pm Jun 13

Birds & Bridles
Picnic Lunch &Trail Ride

Mount up and mosey on
down the trail with our naturalist to
enjoy the sights and sounds of spring by horseback.  Wild-
flowers, birds, deer, frogs, and turtles are just some of the
critters that'l appear 'round every bend as we slowly ride the
trails through field and forest.

Come hungry!  Our program starts with a hearty
delicious picnic lunch.  We'll chat about some of the flora and
fauna we'll see and hear, and then mount up for the hour-long
trail ride.

Program fee includes naturalist guided trail ride,
horse rental, and complete picnic lunch.

Riding experience is helpful but not required.
Children must be at least 8 years old.  Adults must accom-
pany their children on the ride.  All children 15 and under
must wear an equestrian helmet (available at the stable.)
There is a weight limit of 240 pounds.  Double riding is not
allowed.  Liability forms must be completed before the ride
and are available upon registration.

A state park sticker is required for entrance to the
Highland Recreation Area.  A $4 daily pass can be purchased
at the park office.  Maps are available at registration.  Regis-
ter by May 8.

Location: Highland Recreation Area Fee: $33

Activity Age Day Time Date
327504A 8-Adult Sat 11:30 am-1 pm May 15
327504B 8-Adult Sat 1-2:30 pm May 15
327504C 8-Adult Sun 11:30 am-1 pm May 16
327504D 8-Adult Sun 1-2:30 pm May 16

Spring Has Sprung
Parents 'n Tots

It's spring!  Flowers are blooming, birds are
singing, bees are buzzing...what a wonderful

time to visit the Stage Nature Center with your youngster for
a special evening program of nature exploration.  Learn about
animal activity during spring as we hike through the woods
looking for animals and their signs.  Later, we'll return to the
building to hear a story and make a craft.

An adult must accompany the child and remain
during the program.  There is no charge for the adult.  Please
dress for the weather.  Register by May 13.

Location: Stage Nature Center Fee: $9

Activity Age Day Time Date
327017A 4-6 Thurs 6:30-8 pm May 20
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Scout It Out
Brownies Earth & Sky Try It & Juniors Wildlife Badge

Brownies will observe the soil and the plants and
animals living there.  They will perform a soil erosion experi-
ment.  Other activities will include watching animals that can
be observed in the sky, and building a bird feeder.

Junior Girl Scouts will learn what makes birds unique
and how to identify them on a nature hike.  Scouts may wish
to bring binoculars.  Session topics will include poison ivy,
endangered plants/animals, plus our state's tree, bird, etc.

Both SIO classes include all materials and a certifi-
cate of completion.  We do not furnish the badge.

Register your child or your troop.  Leaders will not
be charged and need to remain with their groups.  Car pooling
is appreciated as parking is limited.  Sorry, there are no
refunds or transfers for these programs.

Location: Stage Nature Center Fee: $7

Register by May 15.
Activity Age Day Time Date
327208A Brownies Sat 9-11 am May 22
327208B Brownies Sat 12-2 pm May 22

Register by May 28.
Activity Age Day Time Date
327207A Juniors Sat 9-11 am Jun 5
327207B Juniors Sat 12-2 pm Jun 5

Creatures of the Pond
A Quest For Dragons & Damsels

Dip into the pond at the Stage Nature Center to
catch  invertebrates and other small
animals, including dragonflies and
damselflies.  They will be viewed in
observation containers and then returned
to their watery home.

Meet the naturalist by the pond behind the nature
center building.  This is a family and/or adult activity and
takes place entirely outside.  Children should not be left
unattended.  Everyone attending this program must register
and pay the fee.  Bug repellent and old clothes are highly
suggested.  Register by June 1.

Location: Stage Nature Center Fee: $5

Activity Age Day Time Date
327841A 5-Adult Sun 2-3:30 pm Jun 6

New! Nature in Watercolor
A Beginner's Class In Watercolor

Join artist Harlan Quinn this spring and
explore your creative side in this two week watercolor course.
Learn the basic techniques or expand your skills as you
progress at your own pace.  You will be doing some prelimi-
nary sketching on basic forms and scenes, discover how to
mix color, and work with washes.   Harlan's relaxed teaching
style will give you both the individual attention and personal
freedom to develop your talent.

Weather permitting, some class time will be held
outdoors to spark your creativity while you enjoy the tranquil
setting of the Stage Nature Center.

Course fee includes all materials needed for both
weeks.  Materials are yours to keep, and include a notebook
of watercolor paper, set of 12 paints, sable brushes, palette,
plus handouts.  Register by May 28.

Location: Stage Nature Center Fee: $45

Activity Age Day Time Date
327330A 15-Adult Sat 3-5 pm Jun 5 & Jun 12

Writing A'field
How To Keep A Nature Journal

Feed your curiosity about the natural world, learn its
patterns, rhythms, and subtle details in a new way through
nature journaling.  It helps us to slow down long enough to
really see the world around us.  And the best part is, you
don't have to be a great writer or artist to participate, anybody
can do it.  You just have to find the creativity within to write,
draw and observe - it's not hard, and we can help!

This class will launch you on your journey of
creation, show you some journaling techniques, suggest
additional tools to aid in accurate observation, and give ideas
of what to include so you can start to express the scientist,
poet, artist, and/or explorer within you.  Whatever direction
you take, this can be the beginning of a very personal and in-
depth examination of nature and your relationship to it.

Take this class along with the "Nature in Water-
color" for a combined introduction to nature journaling and
painting.

We’ll provide everything you need to get you started
- including your own nature journal and handouts!  Register
by June 3.

Location: Stage Nature Center Fee: $15

Activity Age Day Time Date
327337A 15-Adult Thur 7-9 pm Jun 10

"Nature is an infinite sphere of which the center is
everywhere and the circumference nowhere."

 - Blaise Pascal
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Summer Ecology Days
Give your children a special opportunity to

study the science of ecology.  Ecology studies the interrela-
tionships between living things and their environment.

Each day will be an ecological adventure.  Children
will explore the hidden world of creepy crawly insects,
transform into aquatic biologists as they discover life in and
around the pond, and become detectives as we look for
wildlife signs along our trails.  Every adventure-filled day will
also include fun interactive games, activities, and crafts.
There will be lots of exciting things to do, rain or shine!

Bring a sack lunch, we will provide the drinks and a
snack.   Register by June 15.

Location: Stage Nature Center Fee: $75

Activity Age Day Time Date
327019A 6-7 Tue-Fri 8:30 am-4 pm Jun 22-25
327019B 8-10 Tue-Fri 8:30 am-4 pm Jun 22-25

Wild Adventures
Outdoors Camp
Sponsored by Oakland County Parks & Recreation

Wild Adventures Outdoors Camp promotes outdoor
recreation while focusing on outdoor safety and the develop-
ment of leadership, teamwork and communication skills.  The
importance of maintaining a healthy environment and creating
positive interaction between humans and nature is empha-
sized throughout the camp.  Age appropriate activities
include fishing, hiking, swimming, outdoors survival,  climb-
ing tower, mountain biking, capture the flag, and stargazing.
It's a great place to develop and enhance friendships.

Wild Adventures Camp Extreme is for teens ages
11-15 and includes all of the above activities plus an over
night at Independence Oaks on Thursday, geo-caching,
canoeing, and much more!

The Wild Adventures Outdoors Camp is based at
Independence Oaks County Park.  Bus transportation will
pick up and return campers at the Lloyd A. Stage Nature
Center at the times listed below for each activity.  Bus arrival/
departure times are approximate and subject to change.

Location: Oakland County Parks Fee: $135

Wild Adventures Outdoors Camp
Activity Age Day Time Date
327030A 6-13 Mon-Fri 8:50 am-4:00 pm Jun 28-Jul 2
327030B 6-13 Mon-Fri 7:55 am-4:30 pm Aug 9-13
Wild Adventures Outdoors Camp Extreme
Activity Age Day Time Date
327030C 11-15 Mon-Fri 8:55 am-4:00 pm Jul 26-30

Junior Naturalist Club
The Junior Naturalist Club is a very

popular year long program dedicated to
teaching your child about nature.  We believe
wholeheartedly in learning while having fun.

  The JNC meets the second or third
Saturday of each month and everyday for one
week in July.  The membership fee includes all
regular meetings (September through July), crafts, awards,
patches, naturalist kits, and a summer week session and
family barbecue.

We are giving you a head-start on sign-ups by
opening registration for this program early.  Beginning April
15 you can register your child for the next session starting
September 2004.  We have limited openings for kids from
preschool (four year old) through fifth grade.

Nonmembers are welcome to attend Saturday
meetings when space is available.  Nonmembers are not
allowed during July.  Each session is $6 at the door for
nonmembers.  Phone the Stage Nature Center to inquire about
space availability.  Register by August 28.

Location: Stage Nature Center Fee: $84

Activity Section Gr Day Time Date
337061A Discoverers 4yr Sat 10-11:30 am Sep 11
337062A Adventurers K Sat 10-11:30 am Sep 18
337063A Trackers 1 Sat 10-11:30 am Sep 11
337064A Explorers 2 Sat 12:30-2:30 pm Sep 18
337065A Questors 3 Sat 12:30-2:30 pm Sep 11
337066A Investigators 4 Sat 12:30-2:30 pm Sep 18
337067A Voyagers 5 Sat 12:30-2:30 pm Sep 11

Cattail Cove
Nature Shop

With spring upon us, it’s a great time to get out
and enjoy nature.  To help you bring a little bit of the out-
of-doors into your home, the SNC offers the Cattail Cove
Nature Shop where you can pick up a variety of  nature-
oriented items for yourself or as gifts.  Quality decorating
items will help add a natural theme to any room, whether it
is china, wall clocks, tapestries, rugs, candles, hand-made
soaps & sugar scrubs, or nature photography.

Remember, we offer free gift wrapping on all
purchases over $25.  Gift shop hours are the same as the
regular nature center hours, plus we are open during
special events and programs, too.  Call us at 248.524.3567,
we’ll be glad to answer any of your questions!

"Learn from the birds what food the thickets yield; Learn
from the beasts the physic of the field; The arts of building

from the bee receive; Learn of the mole to plow, the worm to
weave." - Alexander Pope


